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on the earnings of graduates. In data from the 
United States higher quality universities are found 
to increase the earnings of men by 12 to 14% and 
of women by 6 to 7%.  Other aspects of program 
design may not have such causal impacts. In 
Canadian data it is observed that students in Co-op 
programs earn substantially more than their 
counterparts not only during the period of study 

but also years after graduation. But this may well 
be because university administrators are much 
more likely to allow only the better students into 
the Co-op program. These life-time earnings gains 
are not nearly as great in fields like engineering 
where Co-op programs make up a large fraction of 
all enrolled students.   

 
 
 
 The Conference Program 
 

Education, Schooling and the Labour Market 
 

More details about these and other findings can be obtained by consulting the individual papers available on the CERF 
web site or by contacting the author directly, as indicated in the conference program. 

 
Measuring and Understanding Student Achievement 

 
David Johnson (Wilfred Laurier University) 
The Interpretation of Elementary School Test Scores in Ontario 
 
Darren Lauzon (Statistics Canada) 
Provincial Differences in the Distribution of Achievement: The Role of Class Size and Hours Per 
Year of Instruction 
 
Fernando Cartwright, Mary Allen (Statistics Canada) 
Understanding the rural-urban reading gap 

 
Streaming, Peer Effects, and Networks 

 
David Margolis, Véronique Simonnet (Université de Paris) 
Educational Track, Networks and Labor Market Outcomes 
 
Brian Krauth, Jane Friesen (Simon Fraser University) 
Peer Effects in Canadian Schools 
 
Christopher Worswick (Carleton University) 
School Program Choice and Streaming: Evidence from French Immersion Programs 

 
Access to Post-Secondary Education 

 
Joanna Tomkowicz, Lisa Shipley, Sylvie Ouellette (Statistics Canada) 
Perception of Barriers to Education in a group of 18 to 20 Year olds: For Whom does Money 
Matter? 
 
Mélanie Raymond, Maud Rivard (Department of Finance) 
Have University Fee Hikes in the 1990s Undermined Access? 
 
Miles Corak, Garth Lipps, John Zhao (Statistics Canada) 
Family Income and Post-Secondary Participation 
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School Attainment and Labour Market Outcomes 
 

Philip Oreopoulos (University of Toronto) 
The Effectiveness of Compulsory School Laws in Canada 
 
Mark Lewis (MIT) 
Estimating the Value of Community College:Evidence from Quebec’s CÉGEPs 
 
Michael Coelli (UBC), David Green (UBC), 
William P. Warburton (Ministry of Human Resources, BC) 
Breaking the Cycle: The Effect of Education on Welfare Receipt Among Children of Welfare 
Recipients 

 
Credentials, School Quality, and Earnings 

 
Ana Ferrer, Craig Riddell (UBC) 
Education, Credentials and Immigrant Earnings 
 
Andrew Heisz (Statistics Canada), Arthur Sweetman (Queen’s University) 
Co-op Education and Earnings 
 
Dan A. Black (Syracuse University), Jeffrey A. Smith (University of Maryland) 
How Robust is the Evidence on the Effects of College Quality? Evidence from Propensity Score 
Matching Methods 

 
Education, Schooling and the Labour Market: Lessons for Policy 

 
Scott Murray (Statistics Canada) 
 
Alex Usher (Canadian Millennium Scholarship Foundation) 

 
 
 CERF News and Upcoming Events 
  
  
 
Measurement and Patterns of Low Income 
 
The release of the Market Basket Measure of Low 
Income offers a new opportunity to examine the 
experience of low income in Canada, with particular 
emphasis on regional patterns. This conference will 
explore new developments in both the measurement 
and experience of low income in Canada and other 
countries. It will be held during the spring of 2004 in 
conjunction with the meetings of the Canadian 
Economics Association at Ryerson University in 
Toronto. Further details and a call for papers will be 
available on the CERF website. 
 
The Experiences of those Leaving Welfare 
 
There have been major changes in the structure of 
income assistance programs in a number of provinces, 

as well as a number of experimental studies focused 
on their work disincentive effects. Considerable 
variation in the structure of these programs now exists 
across the provinces and this offers an opportunity to 
deepen our understanding of the movement off of 
welfare and how it varies.  A workshop on the 
experiences of those leaving welfare will be organized 
by CERF in conjunction with the Canadian Council on 
Social Development to examine these issues. The 
workshop will be held in Ottawa during the coming 
year. 
 
Keeping in Touch 
 
If you would like to learn how to receive future issues 
of CERF Conference Highlights … or be informed 
about other CERF events visit the CERF web site at 
http://cerf.mcmaster.ca .  


